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SCHOENSTATT GOLDEN JUBILEE OF FR JOSEPH KENTENICH 

18 SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

On Sunday, after Confirmations at the reception in the hall, an elderly but energetic and spritely 

lady came to me. She was not from that parish but had come because her grandchild had been 

confirmed. With sparkling eyes she said to me: “I love being Catholic. Don’t you love being 

Catholic?” Of course, I agreed with her and she repeated again how much she loves to be 

Catholic. They are such beautiful words to hear, but especially at this time when the Church has 

been shamed by so many scandals. As somebody else said to me recently, the greater number of 

clerics and religious behave in a truly magnificent manner, and there are so many good works of 

the Church. But all the good is being overshadowed by the current scandals. 

 

“Dilexit ecclesiam” - he loved the Church. The words of that granny brought to mind the words 

inscribed, at his request, on the tomb of Fr Kentenich. We are privileged to be those who are able 

to gather here and to celebrate the golden anniversary of Joseph Kentenich’s birth into heaven.  

 

He was a person who suffered much. He suffered because of the Church, as with so many of the 

saints and the faithful in the history of the Church. In 1951 he was dismissed from his office as 

Director General of the Sisters of Mary. Then he was told that he might no longer reside in 

Schoenstatt itself. A couple of months later he was ordered to leave Europe. Yet, no bitterness took 

root in his heart against the Church. Before leaving Schoenstatt to go into exile he said: “All who 

have received a Marian mission must be prepared for constant battle. They share in Our Lord’s 

fate. The less prospect there is of victory, and the more we confront Goliath like David, the more 

we will remain true to Our Lady and say: If people rob me of my good name, I shall care for your 

honour. The more we try to care for her in every circumstance, the more certain you may be: She 

will set up an unexampled monument to herself and the Triune God in our community, a monument 

to her power, her kindness, her wisdom”.1 

 

We sometimes ask, when faced with difficult situations, “what would Jesus do?” It is a good 

question because it help us to try and put ourselves into the mind of Christ and his message. But I 

would like to ask this evening, as we face these shameful scandals in the Church, what would Fr 

Kentenich say or do? And I think that the answer is very simple. I think it is found in the Gospel of 

today’s Mass. I think Fr Kentenich would place himself beside the Mother of Jesus, Mary, beside 

Mary’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas and Mary Magdalene. He would gaze with them at the 

Cross, at the suffering and broken body of Christ. He would not run away; he would not deny 

Jesus; he would not give up. He would remain loyal and faithful, despite the shamefulness of the 
                                                
1 As quoted in Uriburu, E  A Father to Many: the life and work of Father Kentenich, 1988 p.140 
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Cross and despite the danger. Fr Kentenich’s passing from this life to eternal life on the Feast of 

Our Lady of Sorrows is, I think, symbolic of where he always placed himself in relation to Our Lord 

and to Mary. 

 

He would gaze on the broken Body of Christ in the world today, knowing that it is not broken as it 

was at the time of the Crucifixion when Christ, innocent of all sin, was tortured and killed by those 

hostile to him. He would see and understand that those who have and are breaking the Body of 

Christ today are not “the others” but those who claim to be his disciples. He would recognize that 

the suffering is not innocent but the result of human weakness and sinfulness, and he would 

acknowledge the human and weak face of the Church.  

 

He would no doubt be saddened and outraged by the failures, but he would not give up on his faith 

nor on the Church. Just as he showed such great fortitude, acceptance and patience during his 

own exile, he would display the same characteristics in this case – always loyal, always at the foot 

of the Cross. He would not approve of anyone contributing to hurting the Body of Christ, to those 

who use the pain and the shame to advance their own causes or ideologies. The sad reality is that  

today the Body of Christ is being torn apart by those who are using the scandals for their own 

purposes,  who are manipulating facts in order promote their own particular “agenda” or ideology2. 

These “perpetrators” may not directly have abused children, but they don’t care about them and 

are using their suffering for their own purposes. “Fake news” is much spoken about these days and 

it is a reality as falsehoods are spread, allegations made in order to deflect from the truth, people’s 

reputations are brought into disrepute or ruined. The result is a lack of confidence, distrust and 

increased anger among people. As Pope Francis has noted, none of us can feel exempted from 

countering falsehoods and disinformation. This is the deceptive power of evil “that moves from one 

lie to another in order to rob us of our interior freedom”.3 There is no doubt that there are those 

who are using the abuse scandals to fight their ideological battles, whether it is between “liberal” 

and “conservative”, those who despise Pope Francis or those who love him, or whether it is simply 

a personal vendetta. Whatever the motivation, the Body of Christ is being ripped to pieces, to the 

extent that some even predict a new schism in the Church. We should not be  surprised at this, for 

                                                
2   Vatican City, May 19, 2017 / 11:45 am (CNA/EWTN News).- Pope Francis warned that ideologues 
sow confusion and division in the Church in the name of false clarity, rather than relying on the Pope, the 
bishops, and Church councils inspired by the Holy Spirit. “We are human, we are sinners,” he said, adding 
that there are difficulties even in the Church. Being sinners leads to humility and drawing closer to God who 
saves us. Looking to the early Church, Pope Francis made a distinction between those who had “forceful 
discussions” but “a good spirit,” and those who “sowed confusion.” “The group of the apostles who want to 
discuss the problem, and the others who go and create problems,” the Pope distinguished. “They divide, 
they divide the Church, they say that what the Apostles preached is not what Jesus said, that it is not the 
truth.” The Pope's words came in his homily at Casa Santa Martha May 19 

3 Pope Francis, https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/communications/documents/papa-
francesco_20180124_messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali.html 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
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ultimately it is the Evil One who sows confusion and divides people – it just tragic when the 

disciples of Christ succumb to such confusion. This is not the first time in the history of the Church 

that there has been such division – in fact, it has been part of the Church’s history from the earliest 

of times. 

 

Ideology has become the new god of some people – everything is seen through the prism that they 

have adopted. But for Fr Kentenich he kept the Cross of Christ before his eyes at all times. He 

remained rooted in his faith in Christ, in the Gospel and the Commandments. In short, he accepted 

the pain and suffering that came his way with faith and patience. 

 

So what are we to do? Clearly we are to learn from Fr Kentenich, not to waver in our faith, not to 

allow the frightening waves to terrify us, as they toss the small, vulnerable boat which is the 

Church, and the tempest continues. It is a time to turn to Jesus once again and to say, with Peter, 

“Lord, to whom shall we go. You have the words of eternal life, and we have believed, and have 

come to know, that you are the Holy One of God”.4 

 

The very worst thing that we can do is to become paralysed by shame, fear or despair. This is a 

time to express our faith, to re-double our efforts to be faithful and loyal witnesses to Christ. As is 

the case in every era, the Church is in need of purification and we must accept and embark on that 

path. It is a positive path on which we recommit ourselves to the mission that has been entrusted 

to us by Jesus Christ, the mission of the Church. There can be no turning back, no giving up and 

no hiding from what Christ expects of us. If Joseph Kentenich had given up we would not be here 

today. 

 

He spoke of the Church on “new shores”5, a dynamic church of internal renewal and conversion, 

and this is  a Church which we need in our own time. Can any of us claim that we are completely 

“converted”?  Do we not always need to deepen our conversion, our self-giving and surrender to 

Christ? We are in need of a brave and courageous Church that will not hold back because of the 

intensity of the storm or the height of the waves, but will accept the risk of being a Christian in the 

world today, working for true community – not just among ourselves, but a world community of 

justice, equality, respect for life and dignity, not only tolerance of those who differ from us but 

acceptance. A world where there is honesty and integrity and the insatiable greed  so characteristic 

of our time is obliterated.  It is a Church guided and led by the Holy Spirit, and not from comfort 

zones or security blankets. It is only the Holy Spirit that can enable us to take the risk of being 

                                                
4 Jn 6:68-69 
5 The following paragraph is based on:  https://www.schoenstatt.org/en/services/about-schoenstatt/love-

for-the-church/ 
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Christian and proclaiming the teachings and values of the Kingdom of God. As Pope Francis has 

reminded us, and Fr Kentenich taught, it is a poor and humble Church. In the Pope’s words: “A 

church that is truly faithful to the Lord must be humble, poor and trusting in God.”6 At the same time 

he noted that the Church’s wealth lies in the poor and not in material possessions. To be humble is 

to acknowledge our human weakness and limitations, our sinfulness and our dependence on the 

grace and mercy of God. This is the Church we strive to be and to promote, a Church that is the 

“soul of the world”. God’s creation has given us everything that is good and beautiful – it is we, 

humans, who have disfigured and scarred it. We are called to create a new human culture that 

seeks to restore the world to what God intended it to be. 

 

The humble Church will always be the Church that stands at the foot of the Cross – it is also the 

true Church. We do not run away, succumb to fear or neglect the mission that has been entrusted 

to us. We stand together, with our Mother and the Mother of the Church, seeing in Christ the only 

source of life, goodness and hope. “To whom shall we go?”  May Mary, thrice admirable, be our 

inspiration and example. May she help us to endure the sword piercing our hearts7 while remaining 

loyal and true to Our Saviour, even as his Body is torn apart. May her intercession strengthen our 

faith, hope and love, and may we never waver in our love for the Church. 

 

+Stephen Brislin       18 September 2018 

 

 

 

                                                
6 As quoted in:  https://www.americamagazine.org/issue/pope-churchs-wealth-lies-poor-not-material-riches 
7 Cf Lk 2:35 


