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Sister M. Emilie 
creates a home 

 

Thousands of people are 
seeking refuge. Already for a 
few years now and for 
different reasons, people have 
been leaving their homes. It is 
a migration of extraordinary 
proportions! People are 
looking for a new home. 
Politicians are looking for a 
solution to these problems 
that is hard to find. Each 
human being bears deep 
within the longing for a home, 
for love, for understanding, 
and for shelter. Young people 
as well as sick and elderly 
people often suffer from 
homelessness. For Father 
Kentenich, a home is bound 
up with places, people, and 
emotional experiences.  (cf J. 
Kentenich, Dass neue Menschen werden, 177ff) 
 
As a socially engaged teacher, 
she had an eye for others 

 
“During the previous century, 
in 1915, Germany experienced 
a severe time of starvation. 

Precisely during this time 
Emilie Engel took up her first 
teaching position in Boernig-
Sodingen. She and her sisters, 
who were both teachers in 
Boernig-Sodingen, felt called 
to help. After all, they kept a 
lookout for the children who 
came to school in the 
morning – gaunt, wearing 
rags, barefoot, dirty, without 
breakfast – only sad faces!” (G. 
Schug, Boernig-Sodingen) 
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“Emilie Engel took under her 
wing the malnourished, sick 
children, and the coal miner 
families afflicted by many 
accidents. She often took the 
children to her own home and 
gave them warm food. She 
visited the sick, kept night 
vigil with the dying, helped 
young people find work, 
etc.” (Emilie Engel – eine sozial engagierte 
Frau in Börnig-Sodingen, p. 28) 

 
People who drew near to 
Sister M. Emilie experienced: 
There is a human being on 
this earth who is good to us, 
who gives us a home in this 
hopeless situation. Emilie 
Engel was a person who 
awakened fascina-tion; she 
was known in the Ruhr Region 
as the “Angel of Sodingen.”  
 

Sister M. Emilie – 
a woman of deeds!  

 
Sister M. Emilie was a woman 
of deeds; she didn’t merely 
speak pious words, but also 
took action. One family 
experienced this during the 

time after the war. One 
evening, they asked for 
lodging in House Providentia 
in Koblenz-Metternich, the 
house of the Schoenstatt 
Sisters of Mary. The sisters 
tell: 
 
“We ourselves were poor and 
often couldn’t even pay the 
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bills. Everything was still being 
rebuilt. In the evening the 
sisters themselves often 
looked for a place to sleep. 
The refugees were regretfully 
sent away. Sister M. Emilie 
heard about it, and the 
people were called back. Even 
though we ourselves were 
poor, Sister M. Emilie gave the 
family money so that they 
could stay overnight at a 
guest house.” (unpublished source) 
 
A basic feature of her heart 
was to love “the poorest the 
most warmly.” Her goodness, 
her readiness to help, and her 
care for the suffering created 
a home. The source of her 
strength was the heart of God 
and the heart of the Blessed 
Mother, in order to give a 
home to many people.  
 
There was a place for everyone 

in her heart 
 
Someone who experienced 
Sister M. Emilie testifies:  
 
“You could go to her with all 
your intentions, concerns, and 
worries. She was always 

understanding and constantly 
found the right answer that 
freed you and made you 
happy. You felt good in her 
presence. Her cheerful, 
natural-supernatural way of 
being especially stood out. 
She was also constantly 
deeply con-cerned about your 
physical well-being. Back then 
at that difficult time she 
inquired whether we students 
had enough to eat and took 
care that we would get help. 
With Sister M. Emilie I felt 
understood and sheltered.”  
(Zeugnisse, Briefe, Tagebuchnotizen, 309) 
 
Such a testimony can only be 
given by a person who 
experienced a home and 
benevolence with Sister M. 
Emilie.  
 
“Sister M. Emilie joyfully took 
part in everything…. Her 
motherly care gave the young 
sisters strength and joy to 
engage themselves for the 
improvements to the house, 
the park, and the grounds. 
Her presence was enough to 
fulfill all wishes. She 
awakened co-responsibility 
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and let us take part in the 
concerns. In community she 
repeatedly shared things that 
uplifted and brought joy.… It 
was like in a good family: The 
mother only needs to be 
there.”  
(Zeugnisse, Briefe, Tagebuchnotizen, 308ff) 
 
Home is where people feel 
valued and esteemed, where 
they are helped in their need, 
where someone cares about 
them, where values are 
transmitted, and where 
shelter and benevolence are 
experienced.  
 
A young sister experienced 
the caring love of Sister M. 
Emilie. She tells:  
 
“I was diagnosed with open 
tuberculosis. With this shock I 
went immediately from the 
doctor’s office to Sister M. 
Emilie, who at that time was in 
the hospital. Sister M. Emilie 
listened to everything silently. 
She consoled me and then 
said, ‘When you go to 
Metternich now, you can stay 

in my room and lie in my deck 
chair with the balcony door 
open. You can gladly stay 
until you are sent to the 
sanatorium.’ So as a matter of 
course, she, the provincial 
superior,  placed her room at 
my disposal – for me, a 
novice. I didn’t know what 
had just happened to 
me.” (unpublished source) 

 
Those who keep an eye on 
their fellow human beings, 
who make room and time for 
them, who can selflessly set 
aside their own plans and 

expectations, grow beyond 
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Sister M. Emilie Helps in Everyday Life 

During my vacation I wanted to go to a place of pilgrimage that 
is dedicated to the Blessed Mother as the Immaculate 
Conception. I bought my ticket at the train station. Since I 
recently got a retirement ID card, I showed it to the cashier, and I 
received a somewhat cheaper ticket. About ten minutes into my 
trip they did a random check. I very calmly showed my train ticket 
and my retirement ID. The inspector told me that my train ticket 
was invalid and my ID wasn’t good for this train. None of my 
explanations helped. They wanted me to pay a high fine. Of 
course I didn’t have any money for that, and actually I didn’t want 
to pay it either, because it wasn’t my fault. I immediately 
entrusted my situation to Sister M. Emilie. When I returned I 
made an application at the train station with an explanation of 
the situation. They told me I would have to wait for an answer. It 
was a waiting with Sister M. Emilie. After three weeks I received a 
document with the information that my application was accepted 
and I didn’t have to pay any fines. I  sincerely thank Sister M. 
Emilie! This is a proof of her love. I could  very clearly sense her 
intercession and help. During my novena of thanksgiving I 
noticed that the last pilgrimage of the sisters to Schoenstatt with 
the petition for the miracle of Sister M. Emilie’s healing was on 
September 18, 1955. And it was on September 18, 2018 that she 
rode in the train with me.  

- L.X., Poland 
 
 
Sister M. Emilie Helps in Sickness 
Sister M. Emilie accompanied my daughter and me in the last 
nine months. She heard our prayers and interceded with our 
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Father in heaven for our intentions. We will be forever grateful to 
her for this. She didn’t only help that a healthy baby was born, 
but also that my daughter’s test results [for cancer] were 
negative. During the operation, the doctors had the removed 
tumors to examine once more to see if they were benign or 
malignant. I prayed to Sister M. Emilie and asked her for help. 
Through Sister M. Emilie I could give my daughter courage and 
strength, since somehow as I looked at her picture I heard an 
inner voice say, “Everything is okay,” and it truly was.  
 

This sister radiates so much strength and love. You feel well taken 
care of by her. She is a helper and will certainly help many more 
people… I’m already looking forward to being able to thank Sister 
M. Emilie personally at her grave. Whenever my worries oppress 
me now and then, our good angel, Sister M. Emilie, is there and 
gives me strength and courage.”  

- J.M., Germany 
 

 
My mother needs full-time care. Three years ago I could no 
longer care for her because I myself was sick. Here, too, Sister M. 
Emilie joined me “in my boat.” She sent me people who helped 
me and accompanied me in this difficult time of looking for a 
good place for my mother in a nursing home.  
 

My mother knows Sister M. Emilie only from her picture. We have 
a common prayer with which we turn to her to ask her to be with 
us during our life. She is like a good friend, like a person we love 
with our whole heart and whom we gladly ask for help, without 
fear. … 
 

Sister M. Emilie is a real “guardian angel” in my life and in the life 
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We want to thank all who have written to us in the past to let us know 
that Sister M. Emilie is needed. We cannot publish all answers to 
petitions. But every contribution is important for the process of 
beatification. Therefore again the petition: Please, write your petitions 
and answers to petitions on the intercession of Sister Emilie to the Sister 
M. Emilie Secretariat with your signature, date and address. 
 
We are also grateful for donations. 
 
 
Note: The reports of answers to prayer and the words “holy,” “saint,” or 
“miracle” have a merely private character. They are not meant to 
anticipate the decision of the Church. 
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